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February 18, 2010

For the third year, Illinois Trout Unlimited will be conducting its Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing School on the banks of the Au Sable River from July 18th through July 23rd. The school instructs young men and women in the basics of fly fishing, fly tying, water ecology, water chemistry, hydrology and invertebrate biology. They learn that the ecosystem of a river is more than just the water and includes the entire watershed. The students also do a stream bank stabilization project on the AuSable. A work project on the river continues to rival fishing as a favorite activity. They all comment that the week on the river was one of the best experiences they ever had. They come away from the school not only with a greater appreciation for the environment but also of how the efforts of a handful of individuals can have a dramatic impact on saving such natural jewels as our rivers, lakes and forests. 
Illinois TU members have been busy seeking external funding for this School.  One generous donor has provided its first matching grant, offering to match $2500.00 of TU member donations to the 2010 Youth School. A full match for this grant will cover about forty percent of the expenses of the 2010 program.  Please help your fellow TU members meet this match! Even a small donation can make a difference in this effort. Write your fully tax deductible check to Illinois Trout Unlimited and mail it to Walter J. Bock, Treasurer at P.O. Box 5046 Oakbrook, IL 60522-5046.  Please note “Youth School” on the memo line.

TU volunteers organize the Youth School. They would benefit greatly from your organizational, fundraising, recruiting and mentoring skills. Drop a note in the envelope with your check if you would like to help or if you know a young person 13 – 18 years old who would benefit from learning more about the School.

Thank you for your support of TU’s educational objectives.

Barry Coddens

Youth School Chairman   

